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50,  Holydyke, 

Barton-on-Humber. 

May,  1959. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brigg  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

It  seems  to  me  only  proper  to  re-consider  periodically  what  are  the  objectives 
towards  which  we  strive.  The  occasion  of  preparing  the  annual  report  is  an  ideal 
time  to  do  this,  since  tlie  value  of  the  work  done  in  the  year  is  best  assessed  if  the 
ultimate  aim  is  borne  in  mind. 

Our  objectives  are  not  as  simple  as  may  be  supposed,  for  to  say  we  wish  to  promote 
health  is  meaningless  unless  we  know  what  health  is,  and  the  task  of  adequately  de- 
fining health  is  a hard  one.  No  one  has  yet  produced  a completely  satisfactory  de- 
finition of  the  new  concept  of  positive  Health,  but  all  the  powers  who  joined  the  World 
Health  Organisation  agreed  to  accept  certain  principles,  among  which  was  the  follow- 
ing : — “ Health  is  a state  of  complete  physical,  mental  and  social  well  being  and  not 
merely  the  absence  of  disease  or  infirmity.  The  enjoyment  of  the  highest  attainable 
standard  of  health  is  one  of  the  fundamental  rights  of  every  human  being  without 
distinction  of  race,  religion,  political  belief,  economic  or  social  condition.”  Thus  we 
are  committed  to  endeavouring  to  promote  a condition  of  good  adjustment  between  the 
individuals  in  our  society  and  their  environment  and  also  between  one  another,  in 
addition  to  doing  all  in  our  power  to  reduce  physical  and  mental  disease. 

Since  health  is  extremely  difficult  to  measure,  it  is  to  records  of  deaths  and  ill- 
nesses that  we  turn  in  order  to  discover  what  requires  to  be  done.  Our  aim  is  to  dis- 
cover which  influences  are  inimical  to  health  so  we  may  endeavour  to  devise  methods 
to  overcome  them.  Mortality  statistics  are  more  readily  available  and  more  accurate 
than  are  morbidity  statistics  and  consequently  most  of  our  past  efforts  have  been 
based  upon  the  former.  This  has  one  serious  drawback,  for  we  become  concerned 
primarily  with  overcoming  causes  of  mortality  without  thinking  whether  it  is  a good 
thing.  We  do  not  wish  for  immortality.  The  elimination  of  death  would  have  dis- 
astrous social  and  economic  consequences,  including  a world  food  shortage,  over- 
population and  an  excessive  proportion  of  non-productive  dependents  in  the  com- 
munity. What  is  really  required  is  the  elimination  of  premature  death,  the  elimination 
of  avoidable  disease  and  the  promotion  of  human  happiness  during  the  normal  span 
of  life.  For  this  reason  I feel  that  death  certificates  relating  to  elderly  people  should 
not  be  considered  too  seriously  by  Health  Department  staffs,  and  that  some  means 
whereby  reliable  morbidity  statistics  may  be  obtained  should  be  devised.  At  present 
we  have  to  rely  upon  impressions  gleaned  from  notifications  of  infectious  diseases, 
school  attendance  records  and  the  like,  helped  out  by  unofficial  contacts  with  doctors, 
and  occasional  information  about  hospital  admissions. 

The  mass  of  National  Health  Insurance  certificates  which  are  issued  to  people 
who  are  off  work  on  account  of  illness  are  not  used  to  provide  us  with  morbidity 
statistics,  although  they  could  prove  a valuable  source  of  much  needed  information. 

All  disease  is  due  either  to  hereditary  or  environmental  factors,  using  the  word 
environmental  to  cover  physical,  emotional  and  social  environment.  It  is  the  duty  of 
this  council  to  endeavour  to  eliminate  the  environmental  causes  of  disease. 

In  the  past  great  success  has  been  achieved  by  means  of  actions  by  authority 
without  much  need  for  the  co-operation  of  the  public.  The  provision  of  sewage  works, 
supply  of  wholesome  water  and  the  inspection  of  food  combined  with  the  gradual 
improvement  in  standards  of  housing  have  all  contributed  to  the  improvement  in 
health  w'hich  has  occurred.  Further  measures  which  require  the  co-operation  of 
the  public,  such  as  the  Infant  Welfare  service  have  also  played  a part.  Much  however 
remains  to  be  done,  and  the  elimination  of  many  causes  of  morbidity  will  require 
even  more  co-operation  from  the  public.  For  instance,  the  incidence  of  chronic 
bronchitis  and  Cancer  of  the  lung  could  be  greatly  reduced  if  everyone  were  to 
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stop  smoking  cigarettes  but  this  is  something  for  the  individual  rather  than  authority 
to  do.  Similarly,  there  appear  to  be  dietary  factors  in  the  aetiology  of  a number  of 
diseases,  and  it  may  well  be  that  further  improvments  in  health  would  result  from 
the  selection  of  a more  suitable  diet.  We  do  not  wish  the  state  to  dictate  to  us  what 
we  shall  eat  or  do,  and  if,  for  instance,  it  is  found  that  an  increased  intake  of  unsaturated 
fat  in  place  of  butter  would  be  of  benefit,  then  educational  methods  must  be  used  to  en- 
courage people  to  adapt  their  diet  accordingly.  Habits  of  sleep,  physical  excerise, 
selection  of  jobs  and  attitude  to  work,  leisure  pursuits  and  indeed  our  whole  way  of 
living  all  influence  health.  Consequently  education  must  in  future  play  an  increasing 
part  in  promoting  the  health  of  the  nation,  for  it  is  only  by  education  that  people  will 
be  induced  to  modify  these  habits. 

The  advance  of  medical  science  has  brought  in  its  wake  a number  of  problems 
which  will  become  more  serious  in  the  future.  The  natural  processes  of  selection, 
whereby  the  less  fit  tended  to  be  eliminated  from  the  population  by  death  and  failure 
to  reproduce,  are  being  by-passed.  The  introduction  of  insulin  treatment  has  meant 
that  more  diabetic  mothers  have  live  children,  and  persons  having  an  hereditary  lack 
of  resistance  to  tuberculous  infections  no  longer  suffer  any  handicap  from  a survival 
point  of  view.  The  population  will  consequently  contain,  in  a few  generations  a 
greater  proportion  of  people  who  are  susceptible  to  some  diseases  than  the  present 
population  contains. 

The  processjof  natural  selection  whereby  the  population  of  to-day  is  descended 
from  those  of  our  forbears  who  were  best  fitted  to  survive,  at  least  up  to  reproductive 
age,  has  resulted  in  a population  having  a low  susceptibility  to  serious  illness  during 
the  first  45  years  of  life.  The  diseases  of  later  life  which  consequently  from  a racial 
point  of  view  have  no  “ survival  value  ” have  not  been  influenced  by  this  evolutionary 
process.  This,  perhaps,  is  one  reason  why  ill  health  in  later  life  is  so  common. 

If  then,  in  future  less  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  inherited  resistance  to  disease, 
the  responsibility  of  the  preventive  services  will  be  increased.  In  the  case  of  bacterial 
and  virus  diseases  the  importance  of  immunisations  and  vaccinations  will  be  far 
greater  than  at  present. 

Now  immunisation  and  education  are  responsibilities  of  the  major  authorities, 
and  it  may  be  thought  in  consequence  that  all  this  means  that  the  role  of  the  district 
councils  in  health  matters  will  become  less.  I do  not  believe  this  to  be  so.  It  is  true 
that  the  major  authorities  have  a great  deal  to  do,  but  I believe  that  the  district  councils 
may  have  to  do  even  more.  Sir  Thomas  Legge,  the  first  Medical  Inspector  of  Factories 
said  in  relation  to  safety  in  Industry,  “ Until  the  mangement  have  done  everything 
possible  to  proctect  the  worker,  the  worker  is  powerless  to  protect  himself.”  This 
might  also  be  said  of  the  district  councils  and  the  public,  for  without  good  environ- 
mental services  the  practice  of  personal  hygiene  is  almost  impossible.  One  cannot 
expect  people  to  wash  after  visiting  the  W.C.  if  the  latter  is  down  the  yard  and  there 
is  only  an  outside  tap  and  no  wash  basin.  It  is  unrealistic  to  expect  good  kitchen  hygiene 
in  the  absence  of  sink  and  draining  board,  and  proper  facilities  for  storing  and  cooking 
food.  Unless  a proper  hot  water  system  and  bath  are  installed  peoples’  standards  of 
personal  hygiene  are  almost  certain  to  suffer. 

One  of  the  major  problems  of  out  time  is  that  of  Mental  Health.  Mental  illness 
has  not  declined  in  incidence  as  has  physical  sickness  in  the  past  half  century.  It 
now  accounts  for  about  half  of  the  demand  for  hospital  beds  in  this  country.  Now 
the  roots  of  most  mental  illnesses  can  be  traced  to  childhood  experience,  and  one 
important  factor  in  predisposing  to  mental  ill-health  is  separation  from  mother  in 
early  childhood.  This  is  now  accepted  by  most  people,  and  hospitals  are  being  en- 
couraged to  allow  the  mothers  to  visit  and  care  for  their  own  children  in  hospital. 
For  the  only  child  this  is  fine,  but  it  is  of  little  help  when  the  sick  child  is  one  of  a large 
family.  Unfortunately  when  the  mother  is  ill  and  has  to  enter  hospital,  her  young 
children  are  barred  from  visiting  her.  The  real  answer  to  all  this  is  to  keep  hospital- 
isation to  a minimum  and  allow  a great  deal  more  home  care  of  sick  persons.  Many 
people  who  have  had,  for  instance,  surgical  operations  could  well  be  nursed  at  home 
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after  the  first  day  or  two  and  have  their  stiches  removed  at  home.  This  would  require 
an  increased  home  nursing  service,  and  a scheme  whereby  the  husband  could  have 
time  oft'  work  with  pay.  Such  a system  however  would  be  quite  unacceptable  unless 
the  housing  conditions  were  good. 

It  should  be  our  objective  to  bring  every  house  in  the  district  up  to  a standard 
which  would  favour  the  domiciliary  care  of  the  sick.  That  every  dwelling  should  be 
provided  with  a hot  water  system,  a bathroom  and  water  closet,  be  adequately  heated 
and  in  a good  state  of  repair.  During  1958  I am  pleased  to  record  that  the  Brigg 
Urban  District  Council  decided  to  offer  improvement  grants  under  the  1949  Act. 
Although  the  response  has  been  small,  it  is  a step  in  the  right  direction. 

When  the  Bill  at  present  before  Parliament  becomes  law  it  will  effect  an  even 
greater  improvement,  for  the  Standard  Amenity  Grants  will  bring  assistance  to  some 
people  who  would  not  be  eligible  for  improvement  grants.  The  improvement  of  all 
property  which  is  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  reasonable  cost  combined  with  the 
elimination  of  all  other  unfit  property  through  the  slum  clearance  scheme  must  be 
the  aim  of  this  council. 

One  difficult  problem  in  connection  with  housing  is  raised  by  the  Caravan 
dwellers.  No-one  can  deny  that  some  modern  residential  caravans  provide  quite 
attractive  living  accommodation,  and  conditions  may  be  superior  to  those  in  some 
houses.  For  childless  couples  who  have  been  unable  to  obtain  a house,  the  caravan 
may  prove  an  attractive  proposition,  and  for  people  whose  work  involves  frequent 
moves  from  one  area  to  another  the  caravan  may  prove  a boon.  Nevertheless,  many 
caravans  are  in  use  which  are  quite  unsuitable  as  permanent  residences.  Owing  to 
the  extremely  limited  space  within,  caravans  are  not  good  places  in  which  to  bring  up 
a family  of  children.  Unless  two  caravans  are  used  the  children’s  sleep  is  likely  to  be 
disturbed  by  noise,  and  washing  and  drying  facilities  are  invariably  inadequate  for 
dealing  with  nappies  and  children’s  clothes.  It  would  not  be  right  to  penalise  the 
good  caravans  on  account  of  the  shortcomings  of  others,  and  so  long  as  there  is  a 
housing  shortage  one  must  accept  the  fact  that  many  people  may  be  driven  to  live  in 
caravans.  These  caravans  must  be  parked  somewhere,  and  consequently  there  must 
be  caravan  sites. 

If  then  there  must  be  caravan  sites,  it  is  up  to  the  local  authorites  to  ensure  that 
they  are  good  ones.  Power  to  control  caravan  sites  is  given  to  the  Council  in  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  site  licences  which  can  be  granted  by  District  Councils 
may  contain  conditions  designed  to  ensure  hygienic  conditions  on  the  sites.  Since 
none  of  the  sites  in  use  in  the  town  had  licences  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  the 
Council  took  the  opportunity  during  1958  to  approve  a set  of  conditions  which  are 
to  be  applied  to  licences  issued  in  future.  It  should  prove  possible  in  consequence 
to  ensure  that  conditions  in  caravans  in  Brigg  are  good  in  years  to  come.  Had  un- 
conditional licences  been  issued  formerly,  we  should  have  been  unable  to  do  this. 

One  cannot  expect  caravan  site  operators  to  spend  large  amounts  of  money 
providing  good  amenities  on  their  sites  unless  they  have  a reasonable  security  of 
tenure.  For  this  reason  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  planning  permission  is  renewed 
for  sites  in  the  town,  it  will  be  for  a longer  period  than  5 years.  With  a ten  year 
planning  permission  there  would  be  an  improved  prospect  of  getting  water  closets 
and  wash  rooms,  in  addition  to  adequate  water  points,  drainage  and  paved  access. 

The  conditions  which  the  Council  adopted  contain  standards  for  caravans  which 
are  permitted  to  be  used  on  the  site  during  the  winter  months.  These  include  a space 
requirement  of  250  cubic  feet  per  adult  and  125  cubic  feet  per  child  living  in  the  van 
in  an  endeavour  to  minimise  overcrowding.  Requirements  as  to  insulation,  ventilation 
of  each  compartment  and  effective  means  of  heating  and  cooking  are  also  included. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  conditions  may  make  it  possible  to  bring  caravan  accom- 
modation into  line  with  the  housing  standards.  Before  adoption,  the  conditions,  which 
are  reproduced  on  page  14  of  this  report,  were  submitted  to  the  National  Caravan 
Council.  This  body  made  a number  of  comments  and  suggestions.  Some  of  these 
however  could  not  be  incorporated  owing  to  the  special  local  circumstances.  For 
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instance  they  felt  that  soakaways  should  be  permitted  close  to  caravans  — but  in 
Brigg  where  all  the  land  is  within  a few  feet  of  ordnance  datum  and  with  a clay  sub- 
soil, such  soakaways  could  only  lead  to  nuisance. 

One  of  the  big,  and  growing  problems  of  our  time  is  that  of  providing  adequate 
care  for  old  people.  Owing  to  the  improvements  in  health  which  have  occured  during 
the  past  century  a much  bigger  proportion  of  the  population  reaches  old  age.  In  ad- 
dition, families  have  become  much  smaller,  and  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
dispersal  of  families  resulting  from  young  married  couples  moving  to  other  districts 
in  search  of  better  jobs.  Consequently  it  is  now  quite  usual  for  old  people  to  have 
no  relatives  in  the  neighbourhood  who  will  assist  them  or  look  after  them.  These  old 
people  living  alone  tend  to  deteriorate  mentally,  develop  antisocial  habits  and  in 
time  become  a danger  to  themselves  and  to  others. 

Since  women  live  longer  than  men,  are  more  independent  and  more  willing  to 
do  housework,  it  is  commonly  women  who  get  into  this  state.  The  degenerative 
diseases  of  age  may  cripple  or  partially  disable  them  physically.  Painful  feet  restrict 
their  social  round  and  they  become  lonely.  They  cease  obtaining  a proper  balanced 
diet,  and  live  on  those  foods  requiring  a minimum  of  preparation.  The  resulting 
vitamin  deficiency  is  said  to  be  responsible  for  a considerable  proportion  of  the  mental 
disorders  so  common  in  the  aged.  Standards  of  cleanliness  decline  steadily. 

This  process  of  deterioration  is  a very  slow  one,  giving  time  for  social  workers 
to  take  action  aimed  at  reversing  the  process.  Many  old  people  who  are  beginning  to  de- 
teriorate could  be  kept  reasonably  fit  and  happy  in  their  own  houses  if  they  would 
only  accept  the  help  which  is  offered.  The  home  help  service  can  make  a great  difference 
tD  an  old  person  by  ensuring  an  adequate  diet,  keeping  the  house  clean  and  providing 
companionship  for  an  hour  or  so  each  day.  It  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  however,  that 
these  old  people  commonly  refuse  such  assistance.  As  a result  of  this  the  deterioration 
continues  until  eventually  admission  to  an  institution  becomes  necessary. 

The  present  generation  of  octogenarians  has  very  strong  views  on  the  subject 
of  welfare  accommodation.  They  remember  the  bad  old  days  when  these  same 
premises  were  called  the  Work  House,  and  the  stigma  of  that  title  still  sticks.  A 
minority  who  have  seen  inside  or  who  have  friends  in  a hostel  overcome  the  old 
prejudices,  but  in  most  cases  old  people  are  extremely  reluctant  to  consent  to  entering 
such  homes.  The  problem  then  arises  of  deciding  at  what  stage  of  deterioration 
action  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  for  compulsory  removal  should  be  under- 
taken. 

Removal  in  this  mamier  is  a gross  violation  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject  and  is 
not  a matter  to  be  taken  lightly.  It  is,  in  addition,  a confession  of  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  social  agencies  concerned.  By  developing  good  social  services  many  old  people 
who  would  otherwise  have  to  be  put  in  institutions  can  be  kept  at  home.  By  co- 
operating with  the  County  Council  and  building  a few  terraces  of  old  people’s  dwellings 
with  a central  warden’s  house,  many  who  are  not  fit  to  live  entirely  independentiy 
could  be  cared  for  at  home.  Such  dwellings  should  be  near  the  town  centre  and  not 
at  the  periphery  of  a housing  estate,  and  they  should  be  of  terrace  form  without  gardens, 
unless  the  latter  is  made  the  warden’s  responsibility.  If  one  cooked  meal  per  day 
could  be  provided  in  a central  common  room,  some  of  the  mental  deterioration  would 
be  prevented  and  solitude  relieved.  By  careful  design  and  special  fittings  the  dwellings 
could  be  made  safe  for,  and  easy  to  run  by  the  infirm.  Central  heating  from  a boiler 
in  the  warden’s  charge  could  ensure  comfort  for  the  residents  who  would  thus  enjoy 
many  of  the  advantages  of  a hostel  while  retaining  privacy  and  the  right  to  live  among 
their  own  possessions.  The  rent  for  such  accommodation  would  necessarily  be  higher 
than  that  of  a traditional  bungalow,  but  since  savings  in  expense  of  fuel  and  food  would 
result  and  expensive  institutional  care  would  be  prevented  or  deferred,  this  should  not 
result  in  the  cost  of  living  in  such  premises  being  unduly  high,  and  the  cost  to  the 
rates  would  be  lower  than  if  institutional  care  were  required. 

One  advantage  of  grouped  dwellings  is  that  if  one  or  two  occupants  accept  home 
helps  others  may  follow  suit.  The  example  of  neighbours  can  do  far  more  than  attempts 
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at  persuasion  by  officials  in  a matter  like  this.  A supply  of  home  helps  might  be 
assured  if  a two  storey  building  is  adopted,  the  upper  storey  forming  flats.  Priority 
might  then  be  given  in  the  letting  of  these  flats  to  couples  or  families  with  older 
chfldren  if  the  wife  would  undertake  to  work  part  time  as  a home  help. 

Like  every  other  district,  Brigg  is  not  without  its  share  of  “ Problem  Families.” 
This  is  inevitable,  for  people  are  born  with  widely  differing  abilities.  One  person  in 
twenty-five  is  born  with  less  than  three  quarters  of  the  intelligence  of  the  average 
person,  and  they  have  difficulty  in  overcoming  the  problems  of  everyday  life.  Other 
people,  as  a result  of  mental  or  physical  illness  or  sheer  misfortune,  may  be  faced 
with  situations  beyond  their  capacity.  Such  people,  unless  given  adequate  assistance, 
will  fail  to  conform  to  the  standards  of  our  society. 

Given  adequate  help  from  the  available  social  agencies,  many  of  these  families, 
which  are  commonly  dirty,  in  debt  and  arrears  with  rent,  and  a difficult  problem  for 
any  landlord,  may  be  rehabilitated.  Such  parents  frequently  have  large  families. 
Partly  as  a result  of  heredity,  partly  from  example  and  in  part  due  to  emotional  mal- 
adjustment caused  by  the  poor  personal  relationships  in  such  a home,  the  children 
tend  in  time  to  become  “ Problem  parents.”  Consequently  the  rehabilitation  of  such 
a family  at  an  early  stage  may  prevent  a bigger  problem  in  the  next  generation. 

I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  Brigg  Urban  District  Council 
demonstrated  during  the  year  that  they  were  aware  of  these  facts.  They  did  this 
in  a very  practical  way,  by  re-housing  an  extreme  example  of  this  type  of  family 
from  a “ caravan  ” which  proved  unfit  even  for  use  as  a hen  house.  They  then  per- 
mitted the  family  to  remain  in  a council  house  in  spite  of  great  arrears  of  rent,  while 
social  workers  attempted  rehabilitation.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  results  of 
much  hard  work  by  various  social  workers  vmder  the  able  guidance  of  Mr.  Marshall, 
The  County  Children’s  Officer  and  Chairman  of  the  co-ordinating  “ Case  Confer- 
ence,” a very  great  improvement  has  been  effected. 

Among  the  officers  whose  hard  work  has  achieved  this  result  Mr.  Driscoll, 
your  Housing  Assistant  deserves  special  mention  and  commendation. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  Coimcil  upon  their 
far  sightedness  and  sense  of  social  duty  in  acting  as  they  did  in  this  case.  I believe 
that  by  their  action  they  have  prevented  the  possible  death  of  one  child,  the  splitting 
up  of  the  family  with  serious  consequences  to  another  child,  and  a prosecution  by  the 
N.S.P.C.C.  We  do  not  know  what  will  be  the  final  outcome  of  this  case,  but  on 
present  form  it  seems  likely  that  this  family  may  develop  into  a happy  and  useful 
unit  of  society. 

I hope  that  other  councils  will  learn  from  your  example,  for  so  long  as  the  process 
of  natiural  selection  by  survival  of  the  fittest  and  elimination  of  the  weak,  is  prevented, 
the  weaker  members  of  society  will  require  support.  Our  moral  principles  deny  us 
the  right  to  stand  by  and  watch  innocent  children  suffer  and  die.  We  affirm  the  right 
of  every  human  being  to  the  highest  standard  of  health  and  happiness  attainable. 
Acceptance  of  such  a moral  code  implies  acceptance  of  the  duty  to  assist  those  who 
through  no  fault  of  their  own  lack  the  ability  to  help  themselves. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  health  of  the  district,  as  indicated  by 
the  vital  statistics,  has  been  satisfactory.  There  were  no  stillbirths  during  the  year 
and  only  two  infant  deaths.  Consequently  the  Stillbirth,  Infant  Mortality,  Neonatal 
Mortality  and  Perinatal  Mortality  rates  are  all  satisfactory.  The  death  rate  is  high, 
but  more  than  half  the  deaths  occurred  in  people  over  the  age  of  70.  The  correcting 
factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  now  takes  account  of  the  presence  in  the 
district  of  a hospital  for  the  chronic  sick,  but  not  the  old  persons  hostel.  I suspect 
that  the  reason  why  the  corrected  rate  is  still  above  the  national  average  is  that  in  a 
district  where  there  is  a grave  shortage  of  old  persons’  welfare  accommodation  only 
those  who  are  seriously  deteriorated  tend  to  gain  admission,  and  thus  show  a higher 
mortality  rate  that  the  correcting  factor  allows  for.  The  numbers  involved  are  small 
however  and  it  would  be  unwise  to  draw  any  firm  conclusions. 
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We  must  remember  that  everyone  must  die  sometime.  In  1957  deaths  in  Brigg 
fell  below  the  expected  number  and  an  unusally  low  rate  was  recorded.  In  a district 
of  this  size  a few  people  who  may  by  chance  just  outlive  the  old  year  can  play  havoc 
with  the  annual  death  rate.  Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system,  including  vascular  lesions 
of  the  nervous  system  (strokes),  and  heart  disease,  accounts  for  more  than  half  the 
deaths  (39  out  of  70  compared  with  20  out  of  53  in  1957).  The  Cancers  account  for 
8 deaths  compared  with  9 last  year. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  1958  produced  less  measles  and  whooping 
cough  than  1957,  and  of  the  cases  of  measles  which  did  occur,  all  but  2 were  in  the 
last  quarter  and  may  be  considered  as  the  beginning  of  the  1959  biennial  epidemic. 
Scarlet  Fever,  nowadays  a very  mild  disease,  showed  a considerable  rise  in  incidence. 
Since  tlie  same  germ  is  responsible  for  sore  throats  and  tonsilitis  unaccompanied  by 
any  rash  in  many  people  and  these  latter  conditions  are  not  notifiable,  the  figures  for 
notifications  of  this  disease  are  not  very  meaningful. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  notifications  of  Soime  Dysentry,  particularly  in 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Since  only  a small  proportion  of  cases  of  this  disease  are 
notified,  and  many  do  not  even  consult  a doctor,  one  cannot  be  certain  that  this  is  a 
true  increase  in  incidence.  The  disease  is  preventable,  since  its  transmission  to-day 
is  by  means  of  fingers  contaminated  at  the  toilet,  predominantly.  Thus  improved 
standards  of  personal  hygiene  should  greatly  reduce  the  incidence  of  the  disease. 
Until  the  public  learn  that  they  should  wash  their  hands  each  time  they  visit  the 
toilet,  we  will  continue  to  have  outbreaks  of  this  disease.  The  council  could  play  a 
part  in  controlling  this  condition  by  always  fitting  a wash  hand  basin  in  the  same 
compartment  as  the  water  closet  in  new  houses  and  by  providing  washing  facilities 
with  paper  disposable  towels  in  Public  Lavatories.  Although  the  paper  towel  is  not 
particularly  effective,  it  is  preferrable  to  commxmal  roller  towels  which  tend  to  become 
contaminated  and  form  a means  of  spreading  infection. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Although  at  the  end  of  1958  the  tip  was  still  in  an  extremely  unsatisfactory 
state  giving  rise  to  nuisance  and  public  health  danger  from  rats  and,  in  summer, 
flies,  there  is  at  last  real  hope  of  improvement. 

Sewage  Works. 

As  I have  reported  before,  the  sewage  works  is  grossly  over-loaded  and  unsatis- 
factory. The  scheme  for  building  a new  works  is  in  the  hands  of  the  engineers  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  progress  will  be  more  rapid  next  year.  Delay  has  been  occasioned 
by  the  need  to  enlarge  the  scheme  in  order  to  include  the  village  of  Wrawby  in  the 
Glanford  Brigg  Rural  District,  whose  sewage  it  is  now  proposed  to  pump  to  Brigg. 

Housing  and  Slum  Clearance. 

Although  I represented  five  clearance  areas  under  Section  42  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957,  on  October  7th,  1957  and  the  Council  on  October  28th,  1957,  declared 
these  to  be  clearance  areas,  no  further  formal  action  has  been  taken,  and  the  documents 
have  not  been  sent  to  the  Ministry.  The  tenants  of  most  of  the  properties  concerned 
have  been  re-housed  by  the  Council  however  on  the  undertaking  by  the  owners  not 
to  re-let  and  not  to  oppose  the  making  of  a clearance  order.  Consequently  when 
application  is  made  to  the  Ministry,  there  should  be  no  objections  and  no  local  en- 
quiry should  prove  necessary. 

Dioring  the  year  demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  five  imfit  houses. 
If  to  these  is  added  the  houses  which  have  been  dealt  with  informally  so  far  by  re- 
housing the  occupants  and  acceptance  of  a written  imdertaking  prior  to  the  conikmation 
of  clearance  orders,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Council  has  not  been  inactive  in  this  matter 
of  Slum  Clearance. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  owing  to  the  small  staff  and  the  vast  amount  of  work  occa- 
sioned by  private  street  works,  sewer  extensions,  cattle  market  improvement  schemes, 
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road  improvements  and  the  scheme  to  transfer  part  of  the  street  market,  it  has  not  been 
possible  for  the  formalities  of  clearance  area  procedure  to  be  completed.  With  all 
these  schemes  in  hand  at  one  time  in  addition  to  the  normal  routine  duties,  it  is 
obvious  that  some  work  has  had  to  be  postponed. 

The  decision  of  the  Council  to  oft'er  Improvement  Grants  resulted  in  6 applic- 
ations, and  3 Improvement  Grants  were  made.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  future  more 
use  will  be  made  of  this  facility. 

In  the  pages  which  follow,  I have  included  all  the  tables  which  have  been  included 
in  previous  reports.  There  is  only  one  notable  difference.  In  the  section  on  Vital 
Statistics  you  will  find  a “ Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  which  differs  slightly  in  defin- 
ition from  the  one  used  for  the  two  previous  years.  The  rate  included  this  year  is 
based  upon  deaths  below  the  age  of  I week,  and  stillbirths,  and  is  thus  the  same  as 
'that  now  published  by  the  Registrar  General  for  England jand  Wales.  The  rate  which 
• I employed  formerly  for  convenience  was  based  upon  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks 
, of  age  and  stillbirths.  i i 

I In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  the  council  for  .their  co-operation  through- 
! out  the  year.  Few  people  realise  how  much  effort  members  of  the  local  council  make 
' on  their  behalf.  The  long  duration  of  your  meetings  is  an  indication  of  the  conscienc- 
iousness  with  which  the  council  does  its  work.  How  njiany  of  those  who  so  often 
j gnimble  about  what  the  council  does  or  does  not  do  would  be  prepared  to  do  so  much 
■ work  for  so  little  reward?  I must  also  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Hawkins  for  his 
^ assistance  during  the  year  and  for  his  report  which  is  included  herewith. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  ROBERTSON. 
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Vital  Statistics 


1956 

1957 

1958 

Mid-year  Populations 

4390 

4440 

4450 

Live  Births 

68 

85 

68 

Stillbirths 

1 

1 

0 

Infant  Deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age 

2 

2 

2 

Total  Deaths 

68 

53 

70 

Live  Births 


Stillbirths 

Infant  deaths  under 
1 year  of  age 

Infant  deaths  under 
4 weeks  of  age 


Legitimat 

k 

[llegitimat 

e 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

36 

31 

67 

— 

1 

1 

68 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Brigg 

England  and 

1958 

1957 

Wales,  1957 

Crude  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  pop.) 

15.3 

19.2 

16.1 

* Corrected  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  pop.) 

15.3 

19.2 

(16.1) 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births) 

0 

11.6 

22 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

29.4 

35.4 

23 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live 
births) 

29.4 

23.2 

16 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1,000  total  births) 

29.4 

34.9 

35.8 

Illegitimacy  Rate  (per  100  total  live  births) 

1.47 

9.4 

4.8 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  pop.) 

15.7 

11.9 

11.5 

*Corrected  Death  Rate 

13.68 

11.0 

(11.5) 

* These  corrections  take  account  of  the  different  proportions  of  old  and  young 
people  in  the  area,  and  make  the  resulting  rate  comparable  with  that  for  England 
and  Wales.  Thus  a resort  to  which  old  people  retire  would  have  a high  crude  rate, 
but  a low  comparability  factor  would  correct  the  false  impression  that  this  was  an 
unhealthy  area.  The  comparability  factor  for  births  in  Brigg  is  1.00  and  for  deaths 
0.87. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  District  in  1958 


This  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  accordance  with  the 
abbreviated  list  of  36  groups  of  the  World  Health  Organisation 
Nomenclature  Regulations,  1948. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

3 Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4 Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5 Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6 Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

8 Measles 

— 

— 

9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  

— 

— 

10 

' Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

1 

1 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

— 

— 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

2 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

14 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 

2 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ....  ....  

— 

— 

16  Diabetes  

— 

— 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

6 

6 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

3 

5 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— 

20  Other  heart  disease  ....  ....  

7 

6 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

1 

22  Influenza  

1 

— 

23  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

24  Bronchitis 

3 

1 

25  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

1 

1 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

5 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  

5 

1 

33  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

34  All  other  accidents  

1 

1 

35  Suicide  

— 

— 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

Total 

40 

30 

* Malignant  neoplasm  means  cancer. 
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Table  of  Notifications  of  Infectious  and  other 
Diseases  by  Age  Groups 


■ ■■  i Disease 

0 + 

1 + 

2 + 

3 + 

4 + 

5 + 
> 

10  + 

15  + 

25  + 

45  + 

65  + 

N.K 

Tot. 

Measles  (exc.  rubella) 

1 

4 

5 

5 

7 

40 

o 

' ( 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

17 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (P) 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (N.P.) 

Smallpox 

, 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

— 

I 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

7 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Ac.  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— . 

3 , 

Ac.  Encephalitis  (Inf.) 

Ac.  Encephahtis 
(Post-Inf.) 

'•  i 

* 

Enteric  Fever 

- i 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

■ J 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5, 

Tuberculosis 

Meninges.  & C.N.S. 

— i 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— ^ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2* 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 . 

Total 

1 

5 

6 

8 

9 

59 

4 

4 

7 

6 

— 

1 

no: 

Food  Poisoning : — Cases  ascertained  other  than  by  notification  — Nil 
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Particulars  of  Iminunisatioas  and  Vaccinations  carried 

out  in  the  Brigg  Urban  District  during  1958. 

1 


Diphtheria 

Immunisations 


Under  five  years 
of  age  at  date  of 
immunisation 

Between  five  and 
fourteen  years 
of  age  at  date  of 
immunisation 

Boosting  doses 

I 

9 

55 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping 
Cough  Immunisation 

Diphtheria  Tetanus  and 
Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation 

Diphtheria  Tetanus 
Immunisation 

Whooping  Cough  and 
Tetanus  Immunisation 

Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation 


Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

25 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

31 

7 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Smallpox 

Under 

One 

1 - 4 

5 - 14 

15 

or  over 

Total 

Vaccinations 

35 

5 

6 

35 

81 

Re-vaccinations 

- 

1 

6 

7 

Tetanus 


Vaccinations 


Booster 


Under 

1 

1 - 4 

5-14 

15 

or  over 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— SECTION  269 

CONDITIONS  TO  BE  ATTACHED  TO  CARAVAN  SITE 
LICENCES,  ISSUED  BY  BRIGG  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 

1.  Compliance  with  Conditions. 

The  owner  of  the  site  shall  be  held  responsible  for  complying 
with  the  whole  of  the  conditions  specified  hereunder. 

2.  Classes  of  Moveable  Dwellings  permitted  on  the  site. 

The  classes  of  moveable  dwellings  permitted  on  the  site  shall 
be  restricted  to  tents,  genuine  motor  propelled  caravans  and  trailer 
caravans,  which  have  been  especially  built  for  use  as  caravans  and 
which  conform  in  all  respects  with  the  requirements  of  the  Road 
Traffic  Acts  and  Regulations.  No  railway  carriage,  tramcar,  omnibus 
body  or  other  similar  vehicle  or  structure,  whether  on  wheels  or 
not  and  howsoever  adapted  or  constructed  shall  be  permitted  to  be 
stationed  or  erected  on  the  site. 

Apart  from  the  moveable  dwellings  permitted  by  this  condition, 
no  structure,  whether  of  a permanent  or  temporary  nature,  shall  be 
erected  or  stationed  on  the  site  without  the  prior  approval  of  the 
District  Council. 

No  permanent  structure  (including  sanitary  conviences)  or 
drainage  in  connection  with  the  site  shall  be  constructed  unless 
plans  thereof  have  been  submitted  and  approved  by  the  District 
Council. 

The  licenses  shall  not  allow  any  moveable  dwelling  on  the  site 
to  be  occupied  except  during  the  period  between  the  1st  March 
to  the  31st  October  unless  the  District  Council,  in  writing,  grant 
the  licensee  permission  to  extend  this  period  in  respect  of  a part- 
icular caravan  when  the  conditions  in  Paragraphs  10  — 15  shall 
apply  to  the  site. 

All  tents  and  caravans  erected  or  stationed  on  the  site  shall  be 
maintained  in  good  repair  and  in  a sound  and  watertight  condition 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  District  Council ; caravans  shall  be  main- 
tained in  a roadworthy  state. 

3.  Layout  and  arrangement  of  the  site. 

A plan  showing  the  general  layout  of  the  site  and  the  position 
of  the  caravans  shall  be  deposited  with  the  District  Council  for 
approval  and  no  alteration  shall  be  made  in  such  layout  and/or 
positions  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  Council. 
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The  number  of  caravans  per  acre  shall  not  exceed  16  or  that 
prescribed  by  consent  of  licence  of  the  District  Council. 

A minimum  distance  of  20  feet  shall  be  maintained  between  any 
two  moveable  dwellings  except  where  occupied  by  members  of  the 
same  household. 

No  moveable  dwelling  shall  be  stationed  within  30  feet  of  any 
sanitary  convenience  used  in  common. 

No  moveable  dwelling  shall  be  stationed  within  30  feet  of  any 
dwelling-house. 

No  moveable  dwelling  shall  be  stationed  within  50  feet  of  any 
cesspool  or  soakway. 

Grass  shall  be  kept  reasonably  short  during  the  whole  of  the 
period  that  any  moveable  dwellings  are  occupied.  The  camping 
site  shall  not  be  used  for  grazing  stock  or  running  poultry  during 
such  time  as  any  moveable  dwellings  are  occupied. 


4.  Maintenance  of  Structures. 

All  caravans  and  other  structures  on  the  site  shall  at  all  times 
be  maintained  in  a good  state  of  repair  and  in  a clean  and  whole- 
some condition  and  the  owner  of  the  site  shall  also  ensure  that  the 
land  under  and  around  each  caravan  shall  be  kept  at  all  times  in  a 
sanitary  condition. 


5.  Responsibility  of  Licencee  for  Ensuring  Sanitary 
Conditions  on  Site. 

The  owner  of  the  site  shall  not  knowlingly  or  by  any  negligence 
on  his  part  allow  any  person  utilising  the  site  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever  to  break  any  of  the  foregoing  conditions  (and  to  this 
end  he  shall  at  his  own  expense  provide  each  person  with  a copy  of 
such  conditions  or  otherwise  bring  them  to  the  notice  of  each 
such  person)  and  in  the  event  of  any  such  breach  he  shall  cause 
the  person  or  persons  concerned  and  their  caravan,  tent  and/or 
other  property  to  be  removed  from  the  site  forthwith  and  he  shall 
take  all  steps  within  his  power  to  remedy  such  breach. 

The  owner  of  the  site  shall  be  responsible  for  ensuring  that  the 
conduct  of  all  persons  utilising  the  site  for  any  purpose  whatsoever 
shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  generally  accepted  standards  of 
good  health  and  sanitation. 
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CARAVANS  USED  FOR  RECREATIONAL  PURPOSES  ONLY 


6.  Water  Supply. 

At  least  one  standpipe  and  tap  shall  be  provided  for  every  6 
caravan  pitches.  Each  standpipe  and  tap  shall  be  surrounded  by  an 
impervious  paved  or  concrete  surround  falling  to  a trapped  gully 
discharging  to  an  approved  drain  and  outfall.  At  least  one  such 
water  supply  point  shall  be  within  50  yards  of  every  caravan  pitch. 

7.  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

In  addition  to  any  facilities  within  the  caravans,  sanitary  con- 
veniences shall  be  provided  on  the  following  scale  : — 

(a)  Water  closets  on  a scale  of  one  to  every  ten  caravan  pitches, 
with  a minimum  of  two  — i.e.  one  for  each  sex. 

or  — 

(b)  Pail  or  chemical  closets  on  a scale  of  one  for  every  six  caravan 
pitches,  with  a minimum  of  two  (one  for  each  sex). 

No  caravan  pitch  shall  be  distant  more  than  75  yards  from  the 
nearest  water  or  pail  closet. 

Every  W.C.  shall  be  provided  with  an  effective  flushing  system, 
be  maintained  in  good  order  and  kept  in  a clean  condition.  It  shall 
be  connected  to  a drain  and  sewer  or  septic  tank  with  suitable  out- 
fall to  the  satisfaction  of  the  District  Council. 

Every  pail  closet  shall  be  constructed  and  maintained  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  District  Council,  shall  be  maintained  by  the 
owner  in  a proper  state  of  cleanliness,  and  the  pail  emptied  as  often 
as  may  be  necessary.  The  contents  of  pail  or  chemical  closets  shall 
be  disposed  of  in  a manner  approved  by  the  district  council. 

8.  Drainage. 

' One  trapped  gully  connected  to  a drain  leading  to  a suitable 
outfall  shall  be  provided  for  every  3 caravan  pitches,  for  the  disposal 
of  slop  water,  and  no  caravan  pitch  shall  be  distant  more  than 
20  yards  from  such  a gully.  The  gully  provided  at  the  water  supply 
point,  if  within  20  yards  may  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

9.  Refuse  Receptacles. 

Approved  dustbins  shall  be  provided  on  a scale  of  one  to  every 
4 caravans. 
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RESIDENTIAL  CARAVANS 


10.  Access. 

The  licensee  shall  provide  from  the  public  highway  to  each 
caravan  used  for  residential  purposes  a properly  constructed  dry 
access  path  and  shall  maintain  the  said  path  in  a satisfactory  con- 
dition during  all  such  times  as  the  caravan  is  occupied. 

11.  Water  Supply. 

At  least  one  standpipe  and  tap  shall  be  provided  for  every  three 
residential  caravans  and  every  such  standpipe  and  tap  must  be 
surrounded  by  a suitable  paved  area  of  cement  concrete  or  other 
durable  and  impervious  material  falling  to  a trapped  gully  discharg- 
ing to  an  approved  drain  and  out-fall,  provided  that  any  such 
caravan  with  a piped  water  supply  laid  on  the  to  satisfaction  of  the 
District  Council  to  a tap  inside  the  caravan  shall  be  deemed  to 
satisfy  the  foregoing  requirements.  At  least  one  standpipe  and  tap 
shall  be  provided  within  40  feet  of  each  caravan  not  furnished  with 
an  internal  piped  water  supply.  Each  water  supply  point  shall  be 
adequately  protected  against  frost. 

12.  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

In  addition  to  any  toilet  facilities  within  the  caravans,  sanitary 
accommodation  shall  be  provided  on  the  basis  of  either  one  water 
closet  for  every  6 caravan  pitches  or  one  pail  closet  for  each  caravan 
pitch.  No  caravan  pitch  shall  be  distant  more  than  50  yards  from  the 
closet  provided  for  the  use  of  the  occupants  of  the  caravan  on  such 
pitch.  Every  water  closet  shall  be  provided  with  properly  maintained 
approved  flushing  apparatus  and  shall  discharge  into  a drain  and 
sewer  or  other  outfall  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  District  Council. 
Every  pail  closet  shall  be  constructed  and  maintained  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  District  Council  and  the  owner  of  the  site  shall  take 
all  reasonable  steps  to  ensure  that  it  is  kept  in  a proper  state  of 
cleanliness  and  the  contents  of  the  pail  emptied  as  often  as  may  be 
necessary.  The  contents  of  the  pail  closets  shall  be  disposed  of 
in  a manner  approved  by  the  District  Council. 

13.  Drainage. 

There  shall  be  provided  within  4 ft.  of  each  residential  caravan 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  District  Council  a trapped  gully 
connected  to  a drain  to  conduct  away  waste  water  to  a suitable 
outfall. 

14.  Refuse  Receptacles. 

Each  residential  caravan  must  be  provided  with  a galvanised 
sanitary  dustbin  not  exceeding  cubic  feet  capacity  and  complete 
with  handles  and  a closely-fitting  lid,  and  every  such  receptacle 
must  be  kept  on  a concrete  platform  within  30  feet  of  the  caravan. 
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The  owner  of  the  site  shall  take  all  reasonable  steps  to  ensure  the 
regular  emptying  of  such  receptacles  and  the  satisfactory  dosposal 
of  the  contents  thereof. 

The  owner  of  the  site  shall  be  responsible  for  maintaining  the 
same  free  from  tins  and  litter  and  for  preventing  the  contamination 
of  any  wells  or  streams  which  may  exist  on  or  near  the  camping 
ground. 

15.  Requirements  for  Caravans. 

Where  caravans  are  used  for  residential  purposes  all  the  year 
round  or  during  the  winter  months  they  shall,  in  addition  to  com- 
plying with  the  foregoing  requirements  : — 

(a)  Have  walls  and  roof  constructed  with  at  least  two  thicknesses 
of  structural  material  seperated  by  an  air  space  or  adequate 
heat  insulating  material. 

(b)  Have  a fixed  ventilator  and  an  air  inlet  fitted  to  each  com- 
partment. 

(c)  Be  provided  with  effective  means  of  heating,  preferably  of 
the  solid  fuel  type. 

(d)  Be  provided  with  adequate  means  of  preparing,  storing  and 
cooking  food. 

(e)  Be  such  a size  that  there  is  not  less  than  250  cubic  feet  of 
air  space  for  every  person  over  the  age  of  14  resident  in  the 
caravan  and  not  less  than  125  cubic  feet  of  air  space  for  every 
child  below  the  age  of  14  years  so  resident. 

(f)  Ko  two  persons  of  opposite  sexes  over  the  age  of  10  years, 
not  being  man  and  wife  or  persons  living  together  as  man 
and  wife,  shall  sleep  in  the  same  compartment. 

DEFINITIONS 

A residential  caravan  is  one  habitually  used  for  human  habitation 
at  any  time  during  the  months  of  January,  February,  November 
and  December  and  is  not  one  used  solely  for  holiday  or  recreational 
purposes. 

Cubic  capacity  for  the  purposes  of  these  conditions  shall  in 
respect  of  a caravan  be  deemed  to  be  nine-tenths  of  the  product  of 
(a)  the  length  measured  between  the  front  and  rear  walls,  (b)  the 
breadth  between  the  two  sides  and  (c)  the  height  measured  from 
the  fioor  of  the  van  to  the  roof,  all  such  measurements  being  taken 
externally. 

The  owner  of  the  site  shall  mean  the  person  or  persons  holding  a 
licence  granted  by  the  District  Council  authorising  land  defined  on 
a plan  attached  to  such  licence,  occupied  by  such  person  or  persons 
to  be  used  as  sites  for  moveable  dwellings. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR,  1958 

HOUSING. 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 81 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ....  40 

(b)  By  other  Local  Authorities  3 

(c)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  8 

(d)  Number  allocated  for  replacing  houses  subject  to 

demolition  Orders  30 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  - 57. 

Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  3 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ....  170 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  421 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

1.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  

(i)  by  owners  Ni^ 

(ii)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  Nil 

2.  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(i)  by  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  l 

(ii)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  local  author- 
ity in  accordance  with  the  Housing  Acts  Nil 
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3.  Slum  Clearance  — Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Dem- 
olition Orders  were  made  (Individual  unfit  houses  only)  ' 5 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  (Individual  unfit  houses  only)  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  or  parts,  subject  to  Closing 

Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....'  ....  ....  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  or  parts,  rendered  fit  by 

undertakings  1 

(e)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in  confirmed 

Clearance  Orders  ...'.  ■ Nil 

(f)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

thereof  Nil 

(g)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  confirmed  Clearance 

Orders  demolished  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(h)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  on  which  Demolition 

Orders  are  operative  which  are  still  occupied  Nil 

(i)  Houses  demolished  or  closed  voluntarily  by  owners  ' " 

which  would  otherwise  have  been  the  subject  of  statutory  ' 
action  to  secure  demolition  or  closure  2 

4.  Number  of  Nissen  Huts  or  other  similar  Hutments 

still  occupied  

Housing  Acts  — Overcrowding.  .......  r-, 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . ..  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  Nil 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  2 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  4 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  18 

Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  for  which  applications  for  grants 

have  been  received  6 

(b)  Number  of  houses  subject  to  grant  3 

(c)  Number  of  houses  owned  by  local  authority  which  have 

been  the  subject  of  grant  aid  by  the  Ministry  ....  Nil 
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Moveable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Vans  Etc. 

(a)  Number  of  site  licences Nil 

(b)  Number  of  individual  licences  Nil 

(c)  Total  number  of  caravans  permitted  under  above 

licences  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  inspections  during  the  year  — Sites  15 

— Dwellings  1 

(e)  Number  of  contraventions  remedied  1 


FOOD  PREMISES. 
Bakehouses  : 


(a)  Number  in  district  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  ...._  1 

(c)  Number  of  contraventions  1 

(d)  Number  of  defects  remedied  Nil 

Milk  Supplies  : 

(a)  Number  of  distributors  on  register — Sterilised  ....  14 

— Pasteurised  ....  ' 3 

— T.T 2 

— N/D  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery 

(other  than  biological)  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  samples  satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  inspections  of  dairy  premises  ....  ....  6 

(e)  Contraventions  remedied  . ..  1 

Ice  Cream  : 

(a)  Number  of  manufacturers  on  register  ....  ....  ....  1 

(b)  Number  of  premises  licensed  for  sale  of  ice  cream  ....  16 

(c)  Number  of  inspections  of  premises  made  7 

(d)  Number  of  contraventions  found  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(e)  Number  of  samples  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Meat  Products  : 

(a)  Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of 

meat  products  7 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  4 

(c)  Number  of  contraventions  found  Nil 
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Other  Food  Premises  : 

(a)  Number  of  inspections  27 

(b)  Number  of  contraventions  found  5 

(c)  Number  of  contraventions  remedied  5 

Slaughterhouses  : 

(a)  Number  licensed  — Abattoir  type  1 

— Private  (individual)  1 

(b)  Number  operated  by  local  authority  Nil 

Meat  Inspection  : 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  meat  inspection  work  carried 
out  during  1958  : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calvs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  : 

430 

18 

1 

722 

1 

Number  inspected  : 

408 

18 

1 

631 

1 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

19 

1 

_ 

Percentage  of  number  inspec- 
ted affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  only: — 

4.65% 

5.55% 

— 

0.475%  100 

(Casualty) 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

27 

__ 



. - 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

7.1% 

5.55% 

Other  Foods  condemned  : 

763  tins  Apricots,  6 tins  Pineapple,  1 tin  Pears,  1 tin  Peaches,  1 tin 
Fruit  Salad,  1 tin  Raspberries,  2 tins  Cherries,  5 tins  Tomatoes,  1 tin 
Creamed  Rice,  1 tin  Pilchards,  3 tins  Corned  Beef,  1 tin  Meat  Loaf, 
3 tins  Tongue,  3|  lbs.  Ham,  9|  lbs.  Bacon. 


22 


Estimated  weights  of  condemned  foods  : 


Fresh  Meat — Other  than  tuberculosis  515  lbs. 

do.  — Tuberculosis  only  2,604  lbs. 

do.  — Total  3,119  lbs. 

Other  food  stuffs  3,771  lbs. 

Total  6,890  lbs. 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

Meat  — Hossell,  Grimsby. 

Other  foods  — buried  at  Refuse  Tip  under  supervision. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Closets. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  district  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district 78 

(c)  Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  in  district  1,296 

(d)  Number  of  water  closets  substituted  for  pail  closets  and 

privy  vaults  15 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks. 

(a)  Number  of  Cesspools  and  septic  tanks  emptied,  cleansed 

etc 156 

36  premises) 

(b)  Number  of  Cesspools  and  septic  tanks  abolished  4 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Details  of  areas  or  villages  where  provision  has  been  made  of  new 
sewers  or  where  existing  sewerage  arrangements  improved  during  1958, 
the  Council  constructed  new  Sewers  in  the  northern  part  of  Grammar 
School  Road  and,  in  the  same  road,  relaid  a short  section  of  existing 
sewer  which  had  given  rise  to  periodical  flooding,  attributed  to  insuffi- 
cient fall.  These  new  sewers  discharge  to  the  Sunningdale  Ave.  pump- 
ing station  and  serve  approximately  80  houses  and  other  premises  (in- 
cluding 50  bungalows  in  Woodbine  Grove  previously  discharging  to  a 
temporary  pumpimg  station  now  abandoned)  and  the  new  Westmoor 
Secondary  Modern  School  now  nearing  completion. 
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Details  of  areas  or  villages  where  provision  has  been  made 
of  new  sewage  disposal  facilities  or  existing  arrangements 
improved. 

Shortly  before  the  end  of  the  year,  tne  Council  received  approval 
in  principle  to  the  proposed  reconstruction  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
(which  had  been  reported  on  numerous  previous  occasions  as  obsolete, 
inadequate  and  unsatisfactory)  and  were  also  authorised  to  make  prov- 
ision in  the  new  works  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  from  the  Parish  of 
Wrawby.  The  proposals  include  the  construction  of  new  sewers  and  a 
surface  water  pumping  station  in  the  vicinity  of  the  existing  Gasworks 
Pumping  Station. 

Any  part  of  district  urgently  requiring  public  sewers  and/or 
treatment  works  for  public  health  reasons. 

At  long  last,  arrangements  were  completed  in  connection  with 
proposals  for  making  up  various  private  streets,  for  the  construction  of 
new  soil  sewers  in  Eastfield  Road  and  King’s  Avenue.  These  works 
were  due  to  be  commenced  during  the  early  part  of  1959  and  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  be  found  possible  to  complete  arrangements  to  sewer  Westrum 
Lane  and  the  development  to  the  east  of  Glanford  Road. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  mains — in  house  1,339 

— standpipeyoutside  tap  12 

(b)  Number  of  houses  supplied  from  private  sources — in  house  Nil 

— not  in  house  35 

(c)  Number  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  examination 

— from  public  supplies Nil 

— from  private  supplies  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacterial  examination 

— from  public  supplies  Nil 

— from  private  supplies  3 

All  the  above  samples  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


GENERAL. 

OflFensive  Trades. 

(a)  Number  of  premises  in  the  district  3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  5 

(c)  Number  of  Contraventions  remedied  Nil 

24 


Shops  Act,  1950. 

(a)  No.  of  shops  inspected  . ..  . ..  ....  ....  ....  5 

(b)  No.  of  Contraventions  remedied  ....  Nil 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

(a)  Rooms  or  premises  disinfected 

— Infectious  disease  other  than  tuberculosis  Nil 
— Tuberculosis  Nil 

(b)  No.  of  premises  subject  to  disinfestation  ....  ....  Nil 

Nuisances. 

Total  number  of  nuisances  during  the  year  ....  ....  Nil 

Details  of  Nuisances  Abated. 

(a)  Foul  ditches,  ponds  and  stagnant  water  1 

(b)  Drainage  1 

(c)  Dangerous  Premises  1 

(d)  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  1 

Rodent  Control. 

Number  of  premises  treated  : — 

(a)  Dwelling  houses  31 

(b)  Other  premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

No.  of  rodent  operatives  employed  1 

(part-time) 

Serious  reservoirs  of  rats  in  district  Refuse  Tip  and 

Sewage  Works  only. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

(a)  Number  of  visits  5 

(b)  Number  of  nuisances  found  Nil 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


(a)  Inspection  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
in  Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

(I) 

Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

11 

7 

(II) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (I)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

58 

41 

(III) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworker’s 
premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

69 

48 

— 

— 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

No.  of  Defects 
Found 

No.  of  Defects 
Remedied 

No.  of  c 
Refe 

to 

H.M.I. 

iefects 

rred 

by 

H.M.I. 

No.  of  Defects  in 
respect  of  which 
Prosecutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : — 

(i)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Not  separate  for  sexes. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

Total 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111). 

No  outworkers  were  reported  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year. 
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